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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 



WALTER BKSANT AND JAMBS BICE. 
"THIS SON OF Vulcan "* is th« title of one of numerous novels from the prolific 
pens of two Bullish authors. It does not in our judgment stand in ihe front rank 
of modern stories. It is voluminous and often tedious, and is altogether wanting 
in the higher dramatic qualities. Oa the other h ind, it is true and natural in its 
tone, the characters are drawn with tolerable fidelity, and, with here and there an 
exception, the situations are not extravagantly impossible. The hero of the story 
comes nto the world at an inopportune time, and uuder circumstances that may 
be called tragic. He is the rightful heir to a little barren patch of a farm, but 
grows up in ignorance of bis rights, and becomes a waif and wanderer as the 
foster child of a drunken peddler. The interest of the story lies in following the for- 
tunes of the child through experience more or less probable until be becomes en- 
lightened as to his inheritance. The principal events take place in and around a 
town on the northeastern coast of England, which grows up from almost a fishing 
village to become an important manufacturing centre through the discovery of 
iron ore in the vicinity, especially on the little barren farm. There is scope, there- 
fore, for an almost endless play of imagination. The chief characters are, in ad- 
dition to the hero, a foster sister, an English iron master who has grown rich as 
the reputed owner of the farm, a certain frolicsome lady reputed to be a widow, 
but who develops a remarkable tact in getting written offers of marriage from the 
opposite sex, an English rector, and the foster father of our hero. The " widow " 
gets our hero into her toils, but he struggles desperately under the influence of a 
purer attachment. There are various minor characters, some of them ra-cally 
enough. The most exciting scene is where an ex-jailbird of a tramp fastens a 
young lad to a half sunken wreck, and quietly sits down on the shore to watch the 
rising of the tide that is to drown the helpless boy and avenge an imaginary 
wrong. Some of the love passages in the story are a trifle ludicrous, as, for in- 
stance, where an amiable and impressible young gentleman meets more than bis 
match in a girl of eighteen, who calmly addresses him ns "my poor boy," as if she 
were old enough to be his mother. The denouement is not in marriage, which to 
some may seem unfortunate, but the sequel of the love affairs of the hero is left 
beyond a doubt, though not positively stated. Some of the reflective passages of 
the book are worth reading carefully, showing a mind or minds capable of taking 
a just and broadened view of human affairs. 

II. 

SOCIAL REFORM. 

Mrs. Frank Leslie makes some good, sensible observations upon a variety 
of practical and social topics in the cohected papers entitled " Rents in Our 

*" This Son of Tuloan." By Walter Besant and James Bice. Library edition. Dodd, Mead 
&. Co. 
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Robes,"* reprinted from various periodicals. The subjects chosen for these little 
homilies relate chiefly to women. The author sees many points in our social cus- 
toms with regard to her own sex which need reform, and she writes in so kindly 
a spirit, and withal so modestly that none can take offense and many may be 
profited by reading her essays. The first article deals with the premature self- 
government of young ladies and their independence of parental oversight and 
authority. Other topics d'scussed are Flirtation, Marriage, Co-education of Boys 
and Girls, Pretty Women and Handsome Men, Care of Health, Employment, 
and other" of equal interest. There is an absence in these papers of that 
specie* of claptrap which consists in discursive talk about woman's rights and 
man's tyranny. The woman of the future is to be a woman still, with all 
gracious and feminine loveliness of body and of mind. " No development of 
woman's mental, spiritual, or executive powers will ever, in one jot or tittle, alter 
the law of nature which leads her to love, marriage, and maternity." The papers 
are suggestive rather than dogmatic. 

III. 

A. SPANISH STORT. 

In the romance of " Leon Rooh,"+ by B. Perez Gald6s, as translated from the 
Spanish, there are many features of a good story, and some points that suggest 
criticism. Toe hero is a possible character, though a rare one. He is a man of 
principle, with the courasre of his convictions, but, unfortunately, makes some 
serious blunders in life, from which he cannot, extricate himself. He marries a 
woman who is intensely religious, and of course, being a Spaniard, Catholic, and 
who makes it tbe one object of her life to wean him from his liberal, or, as she 
deems tbem, skeptical views, and make him a good churchman. The task for her 
is an impossible one ; neither can be make her bend in tbe least toward his v.ews. 
This brings about at la t alienation, separation, and profound misery. At this 
point the husband meets an old flame, a widow, as all tbink, and allows himself 
the indulgence of a platonic but close ami sympathetic friendship. Here is the 
foundation for a delightful dilemma, anl the author makes tbe most of t le situa- 
tion and produces some telliog effects. When once the reader gets into the cur- 
rent of the story be will find himself carried on unresisting to the end ; but he will 
lay down the book wito tbe feeling that it ii unfinished. A true man, thoroughly 
defeatei and baffled in his dearest wishes — the purest affections of tbe heart poured 
forth in vain— all this is disappointing: and gives a cynical flavor to the entire book. 
The influence for evil of a church and priesthood that yet seem In many things to 
command veneration leaves one in a state of doubt concerning tbe church without 
pointing to a remedy. Tbe part where the husbind of tbe assumed " widow " 
turns up and interviews tbe priest seems far-fetched. Tbe man is needlessly and 
unnaturally self-accusing, and tries to make himself appeara villain for no earthly 
purpose, and with no particular object in view. Tbe long conversation between 
the priest and the dying lady is interesting and perfectly natural, but one feels 
somewhat painfully that this intensely thrilling part of tbe story must, in tbe 
nature of things, be purely imaginative. Still, the picture is life-like, and so are 
most of the characters introduced in this story. 
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